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“We envision faith communities, where all God’s people are welcome at table, nurtured and    

transformed to be Christ to others in the world.” (Virginia Conference Vision Statement)  

Wednesday-Sunday,  

June 15-19 

Roanoke, VA   

Sunday, June 5, 3:00 p.m. 

St. John’s UMC (Buena Vista) 

Annual Conference Orientation 
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MOZAMBIQUE – Leadership Development/Living Water: $50,000  In support of our conferencing  Theme: 

"Being Christ to Others" in the world, the generosity and outreach of local churches of the Virginia Conference will enable 

our partnership to attain significant forward strides in the following areas of mutual ministry: 

1. Equipping Lay and Clergy Leaders: Provide direction and support for experiential 

leadership development training with our Mozambican partners through:  a. On-site leadership 

training seminars;  b. A six-week clergy exchange for at least three pastors from each conference;  

c. Funding support for distance learning strategies for local pastors; d. Funding support for 

translation of critical leadership materials into Portuguese. 

2. Drinking Water to Living Water: Fund and assist the Living Well Society in its ministry of 

drilling new wells for drinking water, as the opening step in a comprehensive evangelism project 

which creatively shares Jesus’ gospel of “living water.” 

Brazil – Shade and Fresh Water/Children At Risk: $50,000 

Funds received for Brazil will be used to minister to the spiritual, physical, 

educational, social and emotional needs of at-risk children in Brazil through the Shade and Fresh 

Water program (2) and the John Wesley Medical Boat (1). Faced with an increasing number of 

at-risk street children, The Methodist Church in Brazil has made children its number one social 

priority. Contributions from the Virginia Conference will help to provide more after-school 

centers, train volunteers, and provide grants for resources and materials. Funds also will be 

used to develop preventative health programs and Shade and Fresh Water projects for 

children and teenagers in three towns in the interior of the Amazon region. These Holistic 

Health/Shade and Fresh Water projects will utilize the medical boat to take health teams and 

educators to each of the three communities three times during the year 2011-2012. 

Local Ministries – 1. Agape Christian Children’s Community Center, Inc. – Eastern Shore: $50,000 

Money received for the Agape Christian Children’s Community Center will help with the 

center’s ministry in this small rural ethnic minority community of Horntown as it strives to 

provide a healthy nurturing environment for at-risk children. The center operates a preschool 

for 3- and 4-year-olds that is open 11 hours daily, Monday through Friday; after-school 

program for kindergarten through second grade; and Vacation Bible School during the 

summer months. 

2. Shalom Zone: Grace Ministries – Roanoke: $50,000 Your gifts for Shalom Zone: Grace 

Ministries will be used in ministering to the disenfranchised of downtown Roanoke with an emphasis 

on the recovering community, the immigrant community and marginalized people. Shalom Zone 

offers help with immigration and Fair Housing law, jail ministries and worship opportunities, and 

education and nutrition opportunities. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE OFFERING:  GOAL $200,000 

KITS FOR CONFERENCE:  The 2011 Virginia Conference kit collection is being conducted to 

replenish the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply.  UMCOR: Sager Brown Depot 

reports there is a need for all types of kits.  Local churches are encouraged to collect items for any of the 

following most requested UMCOR kits and bring them to Annual Conference for delivery:  Health Kits, 
School Kits, Baby/Layette Kits, and Birthing Kits. Information on these Kits and Packing Instructions can 

be found on line at http://www.vaumc.org/2011AC    **NEW INSTRUCTIONS** SEND ALL 

monetary donations on one check, payable to “Virginia Conference UMC,” earmarked for “Kits” and mail to: 
Treasurer, Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church, P O Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Do not place 

checks inside the boxes. Your checks will be accepted any time prior to Annual Conference. Please make every effort to 

send your checks no later than August 31st. CHECKS WILL NOT BE ACCPETED AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

Questions regarding kit contents should go to the Conference Mission Office at 1-800-768-6040 ext 144 and by email at 
Mission@vaumc.org.  Questions about the kit collection site should be addressed to Kits for Conference coordinator, the 

Rev. Thomas Lee at 540-774-4730 or by email at tglsr@verizon.net.  

http://www.vaumc.org/2011AC
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NOTICE OF UPCOMING CLERGY EVENT:   

“AN EVENT CLERGY CAN’T AFFORD TO MISS” 

At the 2012 General Conference, changes to the Book of Discipline will likely be proposed that could 
significantly impact everyone who serves in appointed ministry in the United Methodist Church.  

Virginia Conference clergy have an opportunity this spring to learn about the proposed changes and to reflect on these as 

they impact our ministry.  An “Ordering of Ministry” event will take place May 15-16, 2011 at VUMAC and will feature 

guest speakers, Rev. Dr. Ken Carter, Jr. (Chair of the Division of Ordained Ministry, GBHEM, and a member of the 
Study Commission on Ministry) and Dr. Mary Elizabeth Moore (Dean, Boston University School of Theology).  You 

can find out more details and register online at www.vaumc.org, click the Events menu at the bottom of the page.  .5 

CEU is available. 

FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT:    Partnership – a Key ingredient 
 

     The recent storms across the world including Japan, in other states and close to home here 

in the Commonwealth have triggered an outpouring of concern from all of us.  We share the 

grief of those families that lost loved ones and others who lost their homes and possessions 

and livelihood.   

     In response to the recent damage caused by the earthquake and tsunami in Japan the 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) was quick to respond with resources and 

invited contributions through UMCOR Advance #982450 - thank you for your gifts to this great need. To give 

assistance for persons affected by storms in the U.S. you can contribute to UMCOR Advance #901670 …those 

needs and others obviously continue and we need to do what we can to help. You can contribute through your 

local church. I encourage you to visit the web site at www.gbgm-umc.org to get a better picture of who you are 

through the General Board of Global Ministries and UMCOR in particular. 

     In Virginia the storms and tornados that destroyed homes in the area of Draper and Pulaski resulted in an 

immediate effort to provide resources of food, clothing and funds to support our neighbors in the Holston 

Conference.  Mission teams in our Conference were quick to express their desire to go and provide help for 

those who lost so much. 

     As we entered Holy Week we were deeply saddened by the loss of the life of a mother and daughter in 

Waynesboro due to flood waters.  The same storms caused destruction in Augusta County including damage 

from a tornado in Stuarts Draft.  Across the conference on the Rappahannock District there was significant 

damage from tornadoes – Rev. Joe Carson, the Rappahannock District Superintendent, has reported the loss of 

homes around Gloucester and the roads to Deltaville were closed; open only to residents.  The sanctuary of 

Asbury UMC in Foxwells near Windmill Point was declared unsafe.   

     We will be constant in our prayers for those nearby who lost loved ones and the other needs of these our 

brothers and sisters. One way of immediate response to some of these needs is a contribution to the Red Cross 

to provide shelter for those who lost their homes. In the days to come we will get a clearer picture of other 

ways to assist those affected by these tragic events. 

     This is just a glimpse of the many ways we all respond to the needs of our neighbors in our partnership with 

one another on the Staunton District and in the Virginia Annual Conference and as the larger communion of 

United Methodists.  In ways that reflect our love for others we respond as partners in the United Methodist 

Church to care for those around us.   

     Thank you for your partnership – it a key ingredient in our mission and ministry as United Methodists 

following Jesus Christ.          Luke 10:29f 

Blessings, 

Mike Houff 

http://www.vaumc.org/
http://www.gbgm-umc.org


Page 4 Staunton District Voice 

FROM THE DISTRICT PROGRAM DIRECTOR: 
 

Grace and peace to you. 

     Spring has arrived. The spring flowers are blooming, pollen is making my car appear 

green. By the time you receive the newsletter Lent and Easter activities will be over. The 

churches are busy winding down the school year, getting ready for graduation celebrations. 

Bible school directors are busy getting the final help that is needed to have enough people on hand to help during 

the week and  they are beginning to put all the details together so the children will have a great Bible School 

during the summer. The churches sending out mission teams are busy getting the details worked out so they will 

have a great trip building relationships and working wherever God sends them. 

     Main Street UMC will host Helping Hands again this year. It is being held July 7 and 8. This is a mission 

program for children sponsored by the Virginia Conference.  Children must be raising 4th-6th graders. 

Registration information can be found on the Conference calendar of events after May 1. 

     This fall the District is sponsoring a mission trip to the Henderson Settlement in Kentucky. The Henderson 

Settlement is located with the Red Bird Missionary Conference.  The dates are September 25- October 1, 2011. 

If you are interested, please fill out the form included in this newsletter. 

Blessings, 

Martha   

Fall Mission trip to the Henderson Settlement 
 

A mission agency of the United Methodist church within the Red Bird Missionary Conference 
 

When: September 25 - October 1, 2011 

Cost: approximately $600.00 per person 
 

No experience required. All you need is a loving heart and a desire to build relationships with all we meet. We 

however welcome skilled workers to help those of us with little experience to accomplish the tasks we will be 

asked to do. If you are interested in learning more about the Henderson Settlement and/or what types of work 

opportunities there are, visit their website: www.HendersonSettlement.com.  
 

We hope you will pray about becoming a part of the team. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the team, please fill out the information below and send it to the 

district office. 
 

 

2011 Fall Mission Trip – Henderson Settlement 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email____________________________________________________ Phone__________________________ 

 

Construction Skills________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Types of work you are able to do ____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 This information will help as I work with the Henderson Settlement to finalize our trip.    

(Fill out and mail to The Staunton District Office, P O Box 1048, Fishersville, VA  22939.) 

http://www.HendersonSettlement.com
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95116993&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=111
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EXPLORING MINISTRY EVENT SET FOR 11/11 IN ST. LOUIS 
 

     Some young person you know needs to hear about Exploration '11, scheduled for 

November 11-13, 2011 in St. Louis, Mo.  Someone 18 to 26 years old who is gifted for 

ordained ministry, but hasn't yet identified his or her gifts to serve the Church and the 

world.    A young adult who is already considering a call to ordained ministry in The 

United Methodist Church.  Do you have a desire to impact the Church for the future? Your invitation may help 

these leaders for the future hear a call to ministry. Pass this invitation on so that they can explore their passion 

and possibilities. 

     Exploration '11 is designed to help young adults explore what ministry in the United Methodist Church looks 

like and to connect them with resources to respond to God's call in their lives.  Young adults from all over the 

world will gather for a weekend of inspiring worship, engaging workshops and meaningful small group 

interaction.  All 13 UM-related seminaries will be participating as well. 

     A previous Exploration event was part of the journey to ordination for the Rev. Jessica Fuller, a deacon 

serving at Crozet UMC.  Jessica will be attending Exploration '11 as a representative from the Virginia 

Conference.  She would be glad to talk with anyone who is interested in attending.  Information on the event is 

available online at www.gbhem.org/exploration. 
 

Rev. Beth Downs 
Director, Ministerial Services, Virginia Conference, The United Methodist Church 

P. O. Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058, 804-521-1127 or 800-768-6040, ext. 127, FAX: 804-521-1176 

PILGRIMAGE FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL  
 

A group of clergy will travel to Bupyeong Methodist Church in Incheon, South Korea, under 

the co-leadership of M.J. Kim (Director of Asian Ministries, VA Conference) and Yong Jin Cho 

(Arlington District Superintendent). This pilgrimage is prayer based ministry intended for 

spiritual renewal by visiting and learning the fruits of the seeds American missionaries planted a century ago 

and experiencing contextual hands-on missions and ministries.   

     Seating is limited to thirty-five clergy (clergy couple welcomed). Room and board are provided by the 

Bupyeong Methodist Church during this trip. You are responsible for the round-trip air fare (as of March 17th, 

2011 the cost is $1,425.00 without group discount by Korean Airline direct flight).  For more information, 

contact Rev. Won Un at revun@verizon.net or call (804) 929-0690.  
 

Date: October 26 – November 3, 2011  Place: Bupyeong Methodist Church, Incheon, Korea 

Cost:  Only round ticket air fare   Two C.E.U Credit 

Application Form/Medical/Doctor’s Release Form/Itinerancy Schedule (contact Rev. Won Un) 

Additional Information: visit http://afishz.blogspot.com/ 

Due Date to register is June 20th, 2011.  

FROM OUR DISTRICT LAY LEADER; 

Something happens in June every year in Virginia, it's the Virginia Annual Conference of The 

United Methodist Church.  This year it will be in Roanoke, Virginia. What makes this 

Conference so special is, it will be the first time many of the delegates will experience a five

(5) day conference. This year the Conference will run from Wednesday, June 15, to Sunday, June 19, 2011. 

The reason for the extra day is that Annual Conference delegates will be voting for delegates to the General 

and Jurisdictional Conferences. So what else makes this year so different?  The Conference does not end until 

Sunday. Many Pastors will be attending  the Conference and will not be at their local Churches. Now, would 

be a great opportunity for Local Lay Leaders, to begin working with their Pastors in planning Worship 

Services for June19th in their absence. 
For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose. Philippians 2:3 

In Christ,  

Larry Creamer 

http://www.gbhem.org/exploration
mailto:revun@verizon.net
http://afishz.blogspot.com/
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=13152&keywords=Annual%20Conference&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=


UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS:  
 

This is the day the Lord has made 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

     We have had an event filled Spring with our District Prayer Breakfasts and Spiritual Life  

Retreat/Day Apart.  All were well attended, our host churches were gracious in their hospitality and  

we left renewed.  Not to rest on our laurels, we have several Conference opportunities for fellowship, renewal 

and being in Mission. 

1. Conference Spiritual Life Retreat is set for May 13 -15 at VUMAC in Blackstone.  Leader is Rev Tammy 

Estep, Eastern Shore DS. Theme is "Blessed to be a Blessing." 

2. Ferrum College extends a day of gratitude to our UMW members on Saturday, June 4, with lunch, a play 

and a time of worship. 

3.   UMW Breakfast at Annual Conference is slated for Saturday, June 18, at the Airport Holiday Inn.  Tickets 

are still available.  Please contact me if you are interested. 

4.   School of Christian Mission will be held July 21 -24 and again July 25 – 28.  Course of study includes 

Haiti, Joy to the World: Mission in an Age of Global Christianity and Coming Out on the Side of Grace: 

Reconciliation.  

     Registration forms and more information can be found on the Conference UMW website: Vaumw.org.  

     We are in the season of graduations, new jobs, weddings, new prospects for membership.  Invite someone 

to your meeting or one of your activities.  Encourage someone as they develop a personal mission. Let us find 

new ways we can live out our Purpose and let me know!. 

     I remain willing to attend your meetings, holding you in my prayers, and faithfully serving our Risen Lord. 
 

Marilyn Blagg   

780 Little Mt Trl, Doe Hill, VA 24433  

540-396-6127, marilynblagg@hotmail.com 
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STOP HUNGER NOW PROJECT HELD:  
 

Christ United Methodist Church in Covington, of the Staunton District, hosted our 

3rd STOP HUNGER NOW food packaging project on February 12, 2011. This year 

we moved to The Family Life Center at First Christian Church, a larger facility to 

house this mission project.  Sixteen Methodist Churches, three Baptist Churches, 

one Christian Church and one Presbyterian Church came together and prepared 

over 34,300 meals in an hour and 15 minutes.  Approximately 230 individuals participated in this event.  All 

eighteen churches gave monetary donations that totaled $8,780.00.  These funds went to STOP HUNGER 

NOW to pay for the materials needed to prepare the food packages.  These meals are sent around the world, 

where the need is the greatest.    
 

Those churches that participated are: Alleghany UMC, Central UMC (CF), Christ 

UMC, Emory UMC (Hot Springs), Epworth UMC (Selma), Fletcher’s Chapel UMC, 

Granbery Memorial UMC, Mt. Carmel UMC, Mt. Pleasant UMC, Mountain Valley 

UMC, Parrish Court UMC, South Covington UMC, Persinger Memorial UMC, 

Humphrey’s Chapel UMC, Pinnell Chapel UMC, Lone Star Baptist, Oak Hill Bible 

Church (CF), Edgemont A. R. Presbyterian Church, First Christian Church and 

Temple Baptist Church. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATES: 

Congratulations to Rev. Donald Gibson, who serves Basic UMC; to Rev. Joshua 

King, who serves the Rockbridge Charge, and to Rev. Thomas Reynolds, who 

serves Jollivue UMC, on their graduation from Eastern Mennonite Seminary.   
 

Congratulations to all of our College and High School Graduates on the Staunton District. 

mailto:marilynblagg@hotmail.com
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THE GREEN CORNER by Dot Ravenhorst: 
 

I.  Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

O Lord my God, you are very great. 

You are clothed with honor and majesty... 
 

You make the springs gush forth in the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 

giving drink to every wild animal; 

the wild asses quench their thirst. 

By the streams the birds of the air have their habitations;  

they sing among the branches.                                  (From Psalm 104) 

     As more people are becoming concerned about use of pesticides in their food "organic" labeling has 

become widespread--much of it meaningless or full of loopholes.  Since 2002 the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture has set standards for labeling.  There are four tiers: 100% organic; 95% organic; 70% organic; and 

less than 70% organic which may not display the USDA label but may say some ingredients are organic.  

USDA organic food must be produced without use of synthetic pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, sludge, 

irradiation or genetically modified seeds (GMOs).  These standards are hard to meet. 

     For many years the UMC has encouraged purchase of Fair Trade Certified products.  This means that 

farmers are paid living wages and have safe working conditions; do not use child labor.  Most pesticides and 

all GMOs are banned.  In the U.S., coffee, tea, cocoa, chocolate, sugar, rice, vanilla, and fresh fruit are 

available with Fair Trade labels. 

     Food Alliance Certified requires assessment in five areas for health and safety, and environmentally sound 

farming.  About 350 food producers have been certified. 

     There are other labels for specific concerns--Fish Wise, Bird Friendly, Healthy Grown Potatoes, and others-

-which have less oversight but may be helpful. 

     (This information came from the March/April 2011 issue of the AUDUBON MAGAZINE.) 
 

II.  Leave No Trace 
 

1.  Plan Ahead and Prepare     5. Minimize Campfire Impacts 

2. Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces   6. Respect Wildlife 

3. Dispose of Waste Properly     7. Be Considerate of Other Visitors 

4. Leave What You Find 

     Tips for the upcoming outdoor season for campers, hikers, etc. came from the STUDENT 

CONSERVSATION ASSOCIATION Spring 2011 publication and an affiliate Leave No Trace. 

HELPING HANDS - A Virginia Conference Children’s Mission Event 

Thursday, July 7, 2:00 p.m. - Friday, July 8, 1:00 p.m. 
 

A two-day mission experience for children offered to all member churches of the Virginia 

Conference.  Come and learn about mission opportunities and the importance of being a caring 

Christian.  Helping Hands is exclusively offered for rising 4th-6th graders and adult chaperones.  

Each group must have one adult leader for every six children.  Registration will be available May 1, 2011.   
 

Location:  Main Street UMC, 601 West Main Street, Waynesboro, VA  22980 

Fees:    $36 per person  

DISTRICT SUMMER HOURS:    

The District Office Summer Hours will be Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and  

Friday, 7:30 a.m.-12:00 noon.  Summer Hours will begin Memorial Day Weekend and end 

Labor Day Weekend.   

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=93006130&keywords=Summer%20hours&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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Scouting Retreat 2011     ~     November 4-5-6 
Blackstone United Methodist Conference Center, Blackstone, Virginia 

 

Tentative List of Badges:   ◘Archery, ◘Astronomy, ◘Art, ◘Chemistry, ◘Coin Collecting,       

◘Cooking, ◘Electricity, ◘Electronics, ◘Fingerprinting, ◘Forestry, ◘Home Repair, ◘Indian 

Lore, ◘Law, ◘Leather Work, ◘Metal Work, ◘Model Design and Building, ◘Music, 

◘Pioneering, ◘Public Speaking, ◘Radio, ◘Space Exploration, ◘Sculpture, ◘Textiles, ◘Traffic 

Safety, ◘1st Class Orienteering, and ◘ Wilderness Survival 
  

Please print, complete and return the preregistration form at www.blackstoneretreat.com along with your 

$20.00 pre-registration fee (applied to final registration) to the address below by September 30, 2011.  Any 

forms not postmarked by September 30, 2011 will be returned.  Make checks payable to VUMAC. Mail to: 

David Bartlow, 5400 22nd Road n., Arlington, VA  22205.  Questions call John Allen at (804) 314-6261 or 

email allenjohnl@verizon.net, please reference Blackstone Retreat in the subject line.   

DINNER THEATRE – “COUNTRY, TAKE TWO” 
 

The “CELEBRATION” Choir of St. Paul’s UMC in Staunton will present its 16th annual 

Dinner Theatre, “Country, Take Two,” at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, May 13, 2011, and Saturday, 

May 14, 2011, in the Family Life Center located at 2000 Shutterlee Mill Road.  Ticket prices 

is $28.00 per person; for large groups, full table reservations are available for groups of 8 with 

a limited number of tables available for groups of 10. 
 

Reservations are required.  For more information, call Lou Phelps at 540-886-0845 or the church office at   

540-886-2317.   

FROM OUR SCOUT COORDINATOR: 
 

Greetings in the name of our Great Scoutmaster and Savior Jesus Christ, 

     The new year has gotten off to a great start for Scouting!! Many exciting 

opportunities await Scouts in this 101st year of Scouting!!  

     Coming up in May is our council Camporee which will be held at the Frontier 

Culture Museum in Staunton on May 13, 14 and 15. Our Boy Scouts will be Camping out and having fun!!! 

And the Cub Scouts will be joining them on Saturday, the 14th and learning what it’s like to be a Boy Scout!!   

     June 26th - July 2nd starts the Summer Camping program at our Council’s camp, Camp Shenandoah!! Please 

help support your local troops in getting there!  I would still like to start a Bible project there this year, But I 

need your help and Prayers to get the S.U.M.S. Initiative, (our N.A.U.M.S. unit) up and running!! Encourage 

your Troop Leaders to Contact me to join!!! Annual registration fee for the S.U.M.S. Initiative, is $30.00. 

$15.00 will stay right here in the Staunton District for use in the Bible Project which I can order for $150/case 

of 100! The District office has my contact info. 

     Also, it’s never too late to start planning for the UMMens Retreat in November at Blackstone! This is the 

yearly encampment for the Boy Scouts at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center!! It is scheduled for 

November 4, 5 and 6, 2011!! Please be sure to include this trip in your planning for the year! I would like to 

see all the troops from the Staunton District (UMC) and Valley District (BSA), if possible! 

    Please keep this ministry in your thoughts and prayers! Help us to continue reaching out to our youth 

through Scouting!!  
 

Andrew L. Workman            Hebrews 2:13 

Scouting Coordinator 

Staunton District UMC  

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95095847&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=1
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YOUTH GROUP PROJECT:  
 

     Are you looking for a service project for your youth group?  Are you looking 

for something different and FUN for them to do?  Now there’s a way they can 

do both! 

     The Youth Group of Basic United Methodist Church is hosting a fundraiser to 

benefit the mission and ministries of Casa de Amistad.  It is called “A Night in the Box – 24 hours of hunger 

and homelessness”.  I know – you’re asking, “Where’s the fun part?”  Bear with us and let us explain. 

     We will be taking pledges for spending 24 hours on the lawn of Basic UMC in Waynesboro.  We will sleep 

in large boxes and other makeshift housing and take part in a 24 hour fast to call attention to the struggles of 

the homeless and financially-stressed families in our area.  Throughout the day there will be games and a box 

decoration contest.  The public will be invited to stroll through our village and see young people engaged in 

Christian action.   

     This event will begin on Saturday, June 4, at 9 am and end at 9 am the next morning.  We will then be treated 

to delicious food to break our fast and are invited to the Worship Service at Basic to share our experiences.  If 

your youth group would like to participate or you would like to help with this event in any way, we welcome 

you to contact Jennifer Strother at 540-946-7958 or 540-490-1812.  You may also email her at 

jenns457@comcast.net.  

AFTERNOON TEA 

May 21, 2011, 12:00 p.m. 

Come and bring a friend and help support missions  

Of Christ United Methodist Church, Staunton 

Endless cups of English style hot tea   Finger Sandwiches  

Savory Pastries       Sweet Treats 

Tickets:  $15.00 in Advance 

Cut off May 15, 2011 

For ticket sales and information, please contact: Isabelle Hutson 886-1373 or Joyce Zinkhan 886-8069.  
 

Christ UMC Social Hall, Churchville Avenue, Staunton, VA  (Sponsored by Eskew Bates Mission Groups) 

“JOSEPH” DAY TRIP PLANNED 

September 16, 2011 

Sight and Sound Theatre, Lancaster, PA 
 

The United Methodist Men of St. Paul’s UMC in Staunton is sponsoring a day trip to attend 

“Joseph” at the Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA on Friday, September 16, 2011.   

        We’ll leave the church parking lot by charter bus for Lancaster, PA around 9:30 a.m. and stop for lunch at a 

“mystery” restaurant along the way.  We’ll arrive at the Sight and Sound Theatre in time for the 4:15 p.m. 

matinee of “Joseph.”  This world renowned theatre always brings spectacular shows.  Following “Joseph” 

we’ll have dinner in the Lancaster area before returning to Staunton.   

     Price for round trip transportation and show ticket is $98.00 per person.  Deposit of $50.00 per person is due 

by June 12, 2011.  Balance is due by July 31, 2011.  Payment should be directed to:  The United Methodist 

Men at 1872-C Springhill Road, Staunton, VA  24401.  Those interested in joining with this exciting 

fellowship trip should call Lou Phelps at 886-0845 for further information.   

mailto:jenns457@comcast.net


3014 Camp Overlook Lane 

Keezletown, VA 22832 

Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries,     Ron Robey, Director,      540 2MY-CAMP,      CampOverlook@gmail.com,     CampOverlook.org 

facebook: May/Jun.  2011 

MAY FEST—FUN DAY for the 
WHOLE FAMILY!!        

9:00AM to 3:00PM 
 

Overlook will offer something fun for 
every age as we raise money to share 
the Old Testament Adventure with 
youth and children who would other-
wise not afford to come.   
 

Rally your youth group or Sunday 
school class to collect pledges and 
hike in the Hike-a-thon!  Half of the 
scholarships you collect will be kept 
specifically for your church.  The other 
half will be shared in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join the Party Animals on NOAH’S 
ARK and take a shot 
at Goliath!  Or go on 
an “Indiana Jones” 
style search for the 
lost Ark! 

 
There will be food, special 
music, crafts, and more.  
Little ones will enjoy face 
painting while youth and 
adults challenge them-
selves in the Corn Hole 
Tournament. 

 
If you are a craft or food vendor and 
would like to reserve your own booth, 
please contact the camp at 540-2MY-
CAMP or campoverlook@gmail.com.    
(1/2 of the net proceeds are to be 
given to the Overlook Scholarship 
Fund.  Local churches are encour-
aged to set aside the other half for 
their own camper scholarships.)  
 

SEE YOU ON MAY 7th!! 

YOUNG AT HEART 
June 13 and 14 

 

   You’re only as old as you feel and at 
Overlook’s Young at Heart Days for 
seniors, we’ll have you feeling like a 
million bucks!  Enjoy a foot massage, 
get a manicure or pedicure, enjoy re-
freshments, join in an old-fashioned 
hymn sing, challenge the staff to card 
and board games, and enjoy the com-
pany of young adults with a heart to 
serve.  And, BINGO!!  Let us treat you 
to this special day...or come for both 
days!  9:30 AM to 1:30 PM each day.  
$8.75 per person includes lunch! 

Kamp for Kids  May 6-7 
Still a few more days left to register for 

Kamp for Kids.  Your campers (1st 

through 3rd grade) can “learn the ropes” 

at camp with mom, dad, or other special 

adult by their side.  The event kicks off 

with dinner on Friday and will conclude 

shortly after lunch on Saturday—giving 

you a few hours to enjoy Mayfest!!  

$67per pair.   

Memorial Day 

Family Camp 

May 27-30 

-Family Camping Fun in  RV’s, Trailers, 

Tents, Teepees, or Noah’s Ark!   

Enjoy hiking, swimming, crafts, hayride, 

campfire devotions, face painting, 

horseshoes, volleyball & more! 

$35 per night includes an RV site and 

programming.  $25 per night for tents 

and pop-ups.  “Camping Club” passes 

accepted.   

Summer Registration 

is OFF AND RUNNING! 
 

  The registrations are arriving now 
and a few programs are already 
close to capacity.  DON’T WAIT!!!  
Send your registration today to en-
sure you receive your first-choice 
event and first choice-week! 

   There is something for everyone!  
Enjoy singing?  Come for Joyful 
Singer and learn music you can take 
back to your church youth choir.    
Artsy?  Art Camp will help you ex-
plore the visual arts  and how faith 
can be expressed through art.   
   Looking to stretch yourself?  Ad-
venture Quest will allow to enjoy 
God’s creation by land, water AND 
air!  Hiking, overnight camping, 
whitewater rafting, and a high-ropes 
experience will make for an exciting 
week.   
   Like to stay up late?  Night Flights 
will add a late night twist to the usual 
camp activities.  End each day with 
starlight or glow-in-the-dark games  
AND meaningful campfire devotions 
and discussions.   
   For our high school campers, we 
will offer fun in the sun and the SON 
with Beach Camp!  This off-site pro-
gram will move the camp faith explo-
ration to First Landing State Park 
near VA Beach.   
   And for our youngest campers—
Tadpoles!  A half-week opportunity 
for those who have completed 2nd 
and 3rd grade to give overnight 
camp a try. 
   As always,  Chris Kids, Voyager, 
and Pathfinders are available al-
most every week. 
   R e g i s t e r  o n - l i n e  a t 
www.campoverlook.org or contact 
the camp office for a registration 
form!   540-2MY-CAMP 



It’s All About  TEE-OLOGY 
  Enjoy the beauty and majesty of 
God’s creation at Overlook and 
Packsaddle Ridge as you golf and 
retreat over 2 days.  Enjoy the com-
fort of Blessings Lodge while the 
Rev. Dan Garrett (pastor, seminary 
professor, and golf enthusiast) 
shares insights that use the joy and 
challenges of golf to help us better 
understand faith.   
   Check in is 9 to 10 am on Tuesday 
at Blessings Lodge.  The shotgun tee 
time is at 11:00.  Following  18 holes 
of some of the best  views and fel-
lowship possible, you may shower 
and relax at Blessings Lodge.   
  A roast beef supper will be followed 
by a time of devotion and fellowship.  
Wednesday morning will start with a 
country ham and eggs breakfast fol-
lowed by a meditation that will con-
clude the retreat.   
   Individual registration-$145, day 
only registration-$105, discounts 
available for registering as a four-
some. 

Confirmation Camp- A 

Success! 
 

   The heavy downpours of Palm 
Sunday weekend didn’t rain on our 
parade! 66 confirmands and 20 
mentors/pastors attended Confirma-
tion Camp in April!  Participants rep-
resented 4 UM districts in VA! 
    Harrisonburg District Superinten-
dant,  Rev. Tommy Herndon ex-
plained the connections of the 
United Methodist church and how 
each of us are a part of the larger 
church.  Career missionary, Bob 
May enlightened us to the many 
ways (big and small) we can get in-
volved with mission work in our 
church, community, and the world.  
Revs. Gary Heaton and Rev. Chip 
Giessler deepened our understand-
ing of God’s infinite GRACE.  And 
Rev. Gary Zeigler, as a Circuit Rider, 
gave us a glimpse of our United 
Methodist roots!   

    Many thanks to all of our leaders 
and blessings and prayers to the 
66 youth who have or will join their 
church in the coming weeks.   

Hope Cabin Completed! 
   In the 3 weeks it has been ready, 
groups of Emmaus Men and Women, 
and youth preparing for Confirmation 
have enjoyed the ex-
panded, modernized 
bathrooms.  The build-
ing also has a new 
roof, and vinyl siding 
to last it for years to 
come.   There is still a 
little landscape work 
for volunteers who can 
lend a hand! 
 

Release, Restore, Renew! 
   Aug 12-14 at Blessings Lodge 

   This weekend retreat will help you 
focus on your spiritual jour-
ney.  There will be time for 
dynamic presentations on 
how to listen to God as you 
discern prayer, small group 
sharing time, creative wor-

ship experiences and quiet space for 
your own deeper reflection. 
   Brochures available on request and 
on-line. 
 

Field Trip to the Tabernacle                               
 
   

 
Did you ever wonder about the ancient 
Tabernacle, the worship tent for God 
before Solomon’s Temple was built? 
  Experience a replica at Overlook on 
June 28 or July 12.  Smell the incense 
inside the Holy Place, make your burnt 
offering, and wash much like the priests 
of long ago.   Discover what was inside 
the Ark of the Covenant.  This is an 
event for families (children age 7 & up) 
and youth groups. Event begins with a 
wiener roast at 6:00 pm and concludes 
about 8:00.  Cost is $5.00. 
 
Fleming Memorial—Overlook Benefit  

Golf Tournament 
June 4, 2:00pm 
Shenvalee Golf Resort 
Captains Choice 
Shotgun Start 
Enter your team! 
M. Cox (540) 740-8540  
Contact Camp Office 
for form or   www.CampOverlook.org 

  Thank YOU! 
You are the key that opens the door! 

Helen Barrier                     Virginia Nelson                      
Lewis and Phyllis Campbell       Gail Keith 
Tom and Nancy Coffman         H.R. Jones 
Cohee Garden Club        Annabelle Craun 
S. Edwarda and Betsy Craun Jr. 
Larry and Doris Davis        Laura Douglass 
Terry and Kathy Denton     Doug Gunsalus 
Darryl and Tanya Eppard       Betty Phillips             
Jarman and Martha Fretwell 
Carson Hensley    Stacy and Jennifer Lam 
Janice Humpfries    James and Faye Hiner 
Keezletown Ruritan Club    
Kathleen Lutman       Raymond Massengill 
Michael and Esther Malloy  
Franklin and  Betty Moomau 
Robert Haley                  Sandra Bullington 
Edith Pence                     Catherine Steger 
Oconee Radiology Associates 
Garland and Louise Ritchie 
Ron and Brenda Robey 
Jack and Diane Robey 
Paul and Wanda Showalter 
Garnett and Lena Turner 
Stanley UMC                 Sunset Drive UMC 
Stanley UMC                        Limeton UMC 
Grottoes UMC                       Stanley UMM 
Columbia Furnace UMW     
Augusta Street UMW 
Bridgewater UMW            VA Panel Corp. 
William and Deborah Wilkins 
Charles and Mary Ann Wrenn 

We appreciate your financial support! 

Coming Soon! 
Kamp for Kids                         May 6 
May Fest           May 7 
Memorial Day Family Camp 
Young at Heart Days   June 13 & 14 
Friends Together            June 15-17 
Summer Camp- 
 Old Testament Adventure   Jun./Jul. 

TEE—ology                       Aug. 9-10 
Spiritual Life Retreat        Aug. 12-14 
Labor Day Family Camp           
All God’s Children           Sept. 23-25 

Wish List  (recycle old items) 

- 4 GPS for geo caching 

-Carpet Shampooer/Extractor for     

 maintaining carpets at Blessings  

  Lodge 

-Used cast iron skillets & Dutch  

  ovens for Pathfinders 

-Foam sofa cushions (24x15x6” or 

  larger) to recycle for Swank crate     

  furniture 

-Garden rakes, shovels, hammers 

-Full size mattress   
 

Thank you so much for the many 

needed items that have been re-

ceived in recent months! 
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MAY        

       5 Board of Missions Annual Meeting, 10:00 a.m., District Office 

       7  Lay Academy, 8:00 a.m., Parrish Court UMC 

     10 Clergy and Spouses Meeting, 9:00 a.m., Camp Overlook 

13-15 Conference UMW Spiritual Life Retreat, VUMAC, Blackstone 

15-16 Ordering of Elders Event, VUMAC, Blackstone 

     17 District Trustees Meeting, 7:00 p.m., District Office 

18-19 Cabinet 

     23 District Council on Ministries, 6:00 p.m., District Office 

     24 District Committee on Superintendency, 10:00 a.m., District Office 

     31 District Finance Committee, 7:00 p.m., District Office 
 

 JUNE 

        3 District Clergy and Spouses Farewell Dinner, 5:00 p.m., Central UMC (CF) 

        4 UMW Day at Ferrum College 

        5 Annual Conference Orientation, 3:00 p.m., St. John’s UMC (BV) 

 14-15 Cabinet, Roanoke 

 15-19   Annual Conference, Roanoke 

     21    District Stewards Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Fairfield UMC 
 

JULY 

 21-24 School of Christian Mission, VUMAC, Blackstone 

 25-28 School of Christian Mission, VUMAC, Blackstone 

NEWS FROM HEART HAVENS:   Heart Havens, Inc. is currently recruiting Part Time 

Direct Support Staff to work in our Stuarts Draft residential group home. Previous 

experience working with adults with intellectual disabilities preferred.  Evening, overnight 

and weekend hours available.  All Direct Support Staff must possess a high school diploma 

or equivalent, a valid VA drivers’ license, a positive driving record and be able to pass a background/criminal 

history check.  Candidates must have a strong attention to detail, be able to work independently, have the ability 

to document accurately using either the computer or paper documentation.   We’re looking for individuals who 

want to advocate and support our residents to become as independent as possible!  Applications can be 

downloaded from www.hearthavens.org;  Phone (804) 237-6097; Fax (804) 237-6098. 

http://www.hearthavens.org
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95098492&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=193

