
Staunton District Voice 

VOLUME 9, ISSUE 5 SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER  2011 

“We envision faith communities, where all God’s people are welcome at table, nurtured and    

transformed to be Christ to others in the world.” (Virginia Conference Vision Statement)  

REVIVAL WITH 

VANCE ROSS 

SCHEDULED 

FOR  

SEPTEMBER 15 

AND 16. 

Rev. Ross is    

unavailable. 

 

LAY SPEAKING 

ACADEMY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 22 

8:30-5:30 p.m. 

Fishersville UMC 

COME GET 

LOST! 

Cost: $5.00 if  you register early! 
   $7.00 after October 12th  

FALL YOUTH EVENT  
(For 6th-12th Graders) 

CORN MAZE!CORN MAZE!  
  

Saturday, October 15 

Event will be from 1PM-6PM. 
Please meet at the District Office. Be prepared to carpool over 

to Hess Corn Maze in Harrisonburg, VA.  Snacks and drinks 

will be provided.  

                      To confirm please contact Sarah Payne  

                                  434-851-0868  
                                           sdumcyouth@gmail.com. 
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FROM OUR DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT: 

A Call to be Vital… 
 

We have been called by the 2010 Call to Action Report and the leadership of the Council of 

Bishops and the Connectional Table to redirect our energy in being Vital Congregations.  It is a 

ten year plan that will involve a review of each church’s individual context and setting 

reasonable, accessible and achievable goals by March 2012. 
 

I invite you to read the following scriptures known as The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) and The 

Great Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40).  They form the scriptural base for this call to be vital as United 

Methodists…to be about ‖Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.‖  
 

And Jesus came and said to them, „All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.‟   
 

 „Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?‟ 37He said to him, „ “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is the 

greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’  (NRSV) 
 

In the weeks and months to come we will hear and respond to a Call to Action that affirms the importance 

of these scriptures in our churches and in our personal discipleship. We will consider what it means to be a 

vital congregation and a vital disciple.   
 

Consider this:    

A Vital Congregation has 

Inviting and inspiring worship 

Engaged disciples in mission and outreach 

Gifted, equipped and empowered lay leadership 

Small groups and strong children’s programs and youth ministry 
 

A vital disciple is a changed follower of Jesus 

Following the Great Commandment 

Disciples make new disciples 

Disciples engage in growing their faith 

Disciples engage in mission 

Disciples give to mission                  

      -Vital Congregations Planning Guide 

 

I look forward to sharing with you in this Call to Action as United Methodists on the Staunton District. 
 

May God Bless and Keep You. 
 

D. Michael Houff 
 

Our Deepest Sympathy To:  Rev. & Mrs. Walter B. Failes, Jr. and their family on the death of his 

mother, Mrs. June Failes.  Rev. Failes served Calvary UMC and now serves on the Roanoke District.   



Page 3 Voume 9, Issue 5 

FROM OUR DISTRICT PROGRAM DIRECTOR: 

     The cool weather of fall is finding its way to us in the early morning and evenings. I look 

forward to the chill of fall and the colors of the trees that come with it. To me fall is an 

energizing time before the rest of winter sets in. Churches are gearing up for their fall apple 

butter sales, craft bazaars and other fall celebrations. Before long hunter dinners will be 

starting. Before we know it, Thanksgiving services and community dinners will be shared.  

     The District has a Fall Mission trip set to go to the Henderson Settlement at the end of September. We still 

have a couple of spots left on the team as I write this article.  We will be sanding, painting and putting down 

vinyl. There is another possible job if we get a team member who can do some electrical wiring. Then we 

would put up wall board and finish a room. I will need to know if you are able to join us and the total payment 

for the trip by September 12, 2011. 

     Fall also brings the District Lay Academy.  It will be held on Saturday, October 22, 2011, at Fishersville 

United Methodist Church. Watch for details to come out later, but mark your calendars and save the date. This 

event is not only for those who want to be Lay Speakers, but it is for all who want to explore how they can 

better use the gifts God has given them.  

     Starting mid-September I will be working on Mondays and Tuesdays in Alleghany County.  I am looking 

forward to having time to be closer to the churches. We still have a few details to work out with my office; so, 

watch your email. We will send out an email with where my office will be and the hours.  
 

 I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting system though which God speaks to us every hour; if we 

still only tune in. -George Washington Carver 
1-2 God's glory is on tour in the skies, God-craft on exhibit across the horizon.  

Madame Day holds classes every morning,  

Professor Night lectures each evening.  
3-4 Their words aren't heard,  

their voices aren't recorded,  

But their silence fills the earth:  

unspoken truth is spoken everywhere – Psalm 19; 1-4 
 

Blessings, 
 

Martha 

ICM-INDUSTRIAL & COMMERICAL MINISTRIES 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
 

 With approval of the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church, Labor Day 

Offerings for ICM will take place on Sunday, September 4, in local churches throughout 

Virginia.  ICM trains and places volunteer chaplains, clergy and lay persons, men and women, in assigned 

workplaces to serve as "a caring presence," sharing the love of God with working men and women.  ICM 

Chaplains are an extension of the local church, reaching thousands of men and women, churched and 

unchurched, each week, making a difference in the lives of people right within their own community, through 

effective referrals and a listening ear.  We, ICM, need your prayers and financial support to continue to be "a 

caring presence" to hurting men and women as we have been since 1972.  Prayerfully consider a donation to 

ICM. Brochures/envelopes are available for distribution in local churches. You may call (540) 432-1919 or 

email us at icmmin@aol.com. Visit our website for more info on ICM; ICMAmerica.org.  May God bless you 

for caring and for sharing. 

Pastor Wayne Wright 
Executive Director, ICM 

mailto:icmmin@aol.com


SEPTEMBER IS NATIONAL HUNGER ACTION MONTH!  

     This is an excellent opportunity for your congregation to ―live out their faith.‖  Please consider 

choosing one of the Sundays in September and plan a worship service that helps educate your 

congregation about hunger.  You can find numerous resources on our website 

http://EndHunger.org/NHAM that will help you get started.  We invite you to take a love offering during 

September and send that offering to the Society of St. Andrew so that we might continue to feed those who are 

hungry.  Hunger is a reality in our nation.  Please ―live out your faith‖ by praying, gleaning, and sharing of 

your financial blessings.  Since those you help feed are unable to thank you, please accept our deep 

appreciation on their behalf.   

Rev. Jennifer Vestal Moore, Director of Church Relations 
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BISHOP’S CONVOCATION ON IMMIGRATION 

     A Bishop’s Convocation focusing on a faith-based response to the issues surrounding 

immigration will be held on Saturday, October 1, 2011. Global migration, and therefore for us United 

States immigration, will be a shifting but central issue throughout most of the twenty-first century. In 

recent years, U.S. society has become polarized over many political issues, including questions 

surrounding the current undocumented immigrant community, most of whom are Christian brothers and 

sisters. But global migratory pattern shifts on the horizon require the church to rethink how it responds to those 

living among us. Slowly, the church is trying to extract itself from the political rhetoric and explore ways to 

―rethink church‖ in the midst of the ongoing cultural battle. Plan to join Bishop Kammerer and the 

Commission on Ethnic Minority Concerns and Advocacy on October 1 for the Convocation to be held at Grace 

UMC, 9750 Wellington Road, Manassas, VA. 

     You may register on-line by going to www.vaumc.org.  Make your check for $15 payable to Virginia 

Conference UMC with ―Oct 1, 2011 event‖ in the memo line. You can find the form on the Conference 

website: http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=424&cid=3&ceid=500&cerid=0&cdt=10%2f1%2f2011.     

Registration Deadline: September 16.  Child care is available for those who preregister, but space is limited.  

Additional fees of $6/child will be required to cover their lunch.  Scholarship funds are available. American 

Sign Language (ASL) interpreters will be present.  
 

Martha 

Martha E. Stokes 

Director of Leadership and Inclusivity, Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church 

VA PAUMCS Experience Your Conference Connection 2011 

     The Virginia Chapter of the Professional Association of United Methodist Church 

Secretaries will host their fall event, Experience Your Conference Connection 2011, on 

Wednesday, October 5, at the Virginia UM Conference Center in Glen Allen. Tami 

Wyrick, director of the Virginia Crime Prevention Association, will present the latest precautions and tips for 

maintaining a safe working environment at church and elsewhere. Stephanie Davis, Virginia United Methodist 

archivist, will lead a workshop that will include church record keeping, how to research a church history, what 

is available in the Virginia United Methodist Archives, and the mission and policies of the Archives. 

     The event is open to all church administrative staff, full-time, part-time, paid and volunteer, including but 

not limited to administrative assistants, financial secretaries, office managers and newsletter editors. 

Participants are welcome to join the conference staff before the event begins for a 9:00 a.m. chapel service. 

Rev. Mark Ogren, conference director of Congregational Development and Evangelism, will lead us in 

worship and communion.  Event registration begins at 9:30 a.m. Lunch is included in the registration fee of 

$20 for VA PAUMCS members and $25 for non-members. Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity for 

knowledge and networking. A registration brochure is available at www.vaumc.org or call (804) 521-1124 for 

more information. 

http://www.vaumc.org
http://www.vaumc.org/Page.aspx?pid=424&cid=3&ceid=500&cerid=0&cdt=10%2f1%2f2011


DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST MEN’S NEWS: 

The District United Methodist Men will have a Christmas Banquet on December 8 at 6:00 p.m., 

at Central UMC, Staunton.  Tickets are $10.00.  Make plans to attend.  More information to 

follow.  For information call Cal Hughes, District President,  540-463-4709 or email: barwire6@hotmail.com.    

FROM OUR DISTRICT LAY LEADER: 

     Laity Sunday is the 3rd Sunday of October, which is October 16th. The theme this year is 

Through Gifts. We are hoping that all churches in the Staunton District will celebrate Laity Sunday. 

Laity Sunday, calls the church to celebrate the ministry of all lay Christians, as their lives are 

empowered for ministry by the Holy Spirit. We also would like to hear from the Local Church Lay 

Leader, concerning the way your church celebrated this important day of Laity. So If you could e-mail 

Susan Obaugh, Associated District Lay Leader, at sobaugh@qmail.com she will be compiling your comments 

for a future newsletter.  

     There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. "1Corinthians 12:4" 

Yours in Christ,  

Larry Creamer 
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Greetings to all in the name of our Great Scoutmaster Jesus Christ!! 
 

     The Staunton District of the Virginia Conference UMC sponsored a Bible Project at 

the Stonewall Jackson Area Boy Scout Council's Camp Shenandoah this summer.   

     Thanks to a generous donation of 100 New Testaments from our District and 100 

from a Baptist church we were able to get 200 New Testaments in the hands of Scouts attending Vespers 

services!  The Bible Project was well received by the Scouts and their leaders alike!  Special kudos go out to 

Camp Chaplain, Dr. Dennis Westover for his efforts making our Bible Project such a resounding 

success!!!  We hope to make this an annual event at Camp Shenandoah! 

     Remember to mark your calendars now for the Blackstone Retreat Encampment 2011 with the UMMen on 

November 4, 5 and 6, 2011.  Hope to see you all there! 
  

Your Scouting Brother In Christ, 

Andrew L. Workman, Scouting Coordinator, Staunton District UMC                                                                              

"And again, I will put my trust in Him.,  And again, Behold I and the children, which God hath given me." - Hebrews 2:13  KJV  

DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S NEWS:  

Greetings in the Name of the Lord!  May all His works glorify His Name. 

     I am sure your summer has been as busy and as fruitful as mine.  It is time for us to take stock of 

our accomplishments and celebrate the things we have done.  Our District Annual Meeting is set for 

Saturday, September 17, at Granbery UMC in Covington.  We will begin our meeting at 10:00 AM 

with time to meet with the district officers from 9:15 to 9:45.  Lunch will follow at a cost of $6.  Our program 

will include a Service of Remembrance. Candleburning, Awards and the Mission study ―Joy to the World: 

Mission in the 21st Century‖.  Our guest speaker will be our own Staunton District Program Director, Martha 

Reynolds.  Reservations can be made by contacting Pat Harman at 962-1832.  Looking forward to seeing you 

in Covington! 

     Our Conference Annual Meeting is scheduled for October 29 -30 at VUMAC in Blackstone.  This will be a 

time of renewal, celebration and fellowship.  Mark your calendars and plan to attend.  More information and 

registration forms can be found at the Conference UMW website – vaumw.org. 

     I have enjoyed meeting with you and I remain willing to attend your meetings, holding you in my prayers, 

and faithfully serving our Risen Lord. 

Marilyn Blagg  780 Little Mt Trl Doe Hill, VA 24433 540-396-6127  marilynblagg@hotmail.com 

mailto:barwire6@hotmail.com
mailto:sobaugh@qmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95095847&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=1
mailto:marilynblagg@hotmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=5589&keywords=laity%20Sunday&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
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CENTRAL UMC (Staunton) 
THE CHILD’S PLAY PROGRAM at Central United Methodist Church  

is a supervised play opportunity for children 20-34 months 

The program provides a safe, loving environment for toddlers while their parents 

have time to run errands, catch up on chores or simply relax. It allows them to begin 

to relate to peers and become sensitive to the feelings of others. While the emphasis 

is on free play, the curriculum also includes: 
Stories, music, nursery rhymes, bible verses and crafts 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 9-Noon; Beginning after Labor Day 

Orientation for parents and toddlers, in late August. 

Location:  14 N. Lewis Street; Corner of Lewis & Beverley Streets, downtown Staunton 

For additional information, contact the Director/Teacher, JoAnn Black, at 886-1272 or the church office at 

Central United Methodist Church- 886-3441 

THE GREEN CORNER:  By Dot Ravenhorst      

     I've written about water before--and about fuel consumption--but not about the connection 

between water and energy.  Transporting, treating and heating the water we use requires 

energy and produces CO2 the primary contributor to global warming.  In the Southeastern U.S. 

power plants use 2/3 of all withdrawals of fresh water.   

     To keep power on in the U.S. everyday requires more water than would be used by 10 New York cities.  

Water used for cooling in a coal plant or nuclear energy plant may be warm enough to kill fish and other 

wildlife in a stream to which it is discharged or to affect marine life if discharged into the ocean.  Shortage of 

water can shut down power plants and may come during hot dry summers when energy needs peak.  

     Production of ethanol may require from 1/2 to 20 gallons of water depending on needs for irrigation.  

Subsidizing U.S. corn growers has made corn so cheap it can be sold in Mexico for so little that Mexican 

farmers are put out of work or may lose their farms.  

     Mountaintop removal for coal in Appalachia may provide some good paying jobs but has buried about 2000 

miles of headwater streams and ruined homes of many people.  The process of using coal for energy 

discharges arsenic, mercury, lead, and other toxic substances into the air.  

     So--are we being good stewards of God's earth?  There is no easy answer to our problem, but doing what 

we can to conserve energy and water is the only way an individual can begin.   

     Genesis 1:31  God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.   

     (Scientific data from the Union of Concerned Scientists) 

It is not too late to sign up for the SHALEM INSITUTE’S PERSONAL SPIRITUAL 

DEEPENING PROGRAM: LIVING IN GOD. This program is a resource for those wishing 

to integrate a contemplative orientation- a stance that encourages moment by moment 

awareness and openness to God’s grace-in all the changing circumstance of daily life. For 

more information contact Dawn Peck – dhpeck@hotmail.com. Opening retreat September 29-

October 1. 

PLEASANT VIEW UMC HOMECOMING  

SEPTEMBER 18th  
 

9:00 a.m.- Sunday School 

10:00 a.m. - Morning Worship with lunch following service 

2:30 p.m. A Concert featuring the ―Trying Gospel Tears‖ from Charlottesville 
 

We are asking everyone to come out and have a great time in the Lord with food, fellowship 

and praise!             (312 Port Republic Road, Waynesboro) 

mailto:–dhpeck@hotmail.com
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JOYFUL, YET EFFECTIVE PARENTING EVENT 

CHERRYVALE UMC, October 8, 2011, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
For more information go to cherryvaleumc.com or call 885-0098 or email 

cherryvaleumc@verizon.net 
Please RSVP if you wish to attend. 

Dr. J. Keith Houff will present at Cherryvale UMC’s Joyful, Yet Effective Parenting Event on 

October 8th between 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  The author challenges parents, grandparents and all 

caretakers of children to not just read and believe what he writes.  He asks parents to study 

God’s parenting manual, the Bible, and to share with others their insights into themselves as 

caretakers.  Parenting is not treated just as an intellectual exercise.  Accept Dr. Houff’s 

challenge to consider God’s attitude toward parenting, study God’s word, and share your 

insights with others that are caretakers of your child.  Our churches should accept this 

challenge and form a parent Bible Study.  Most importantly, pray and laugh daily in your 

struggle to be the parent and caretaker of your child that God intended them to be blessed with.  

SILENT AUCTION 

WHERE: BASIC UMC 
Corner of Delphine and Fifth Street, Waynesboro - 540-949-8947 

WHEN: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M. 
 

Auction viewing begins at 9:00 a.m. 

Bidding begins at 10:00 a.m. Ends at 12:00 p.m. 

Week at Wyndham Vacation Resort, Ocean Blvd. N. Myrtle Beach -  

Nov 4-11 

P. Buckley Moss Prints, Lisa Geiman Print, Cross Stitch Pictures, 

Bicycle, Gift Baskets, Gift Certificate, plus much, much more. 

APPLE DUMPLINGS, BAKED GOODS, JAMS AND JELLIES,  

HAMBURGERS, HOT DOGS, COUNTRY HAM SANDWICHES 
 

(If you would like to make a donation to the Silent Auction, please no clothes,   

please contact Becky at Basic Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. or leave a message  

and she will call you back.) 

CHRIST UMC (Staunton) HOMECOMING 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11TH 
107 YEARS - FROM BEVERLEY STREET TO CHURCHVILLE AVE 

 

   ♦  9:30 - Sunday School 

   ♦  10:30  - Worship (one only) 

   ♦  Special Children’s Presentation 

   ♦  Old Fashioned Covered Dish following service in Fellowship Hall 

   ♦  Bring your favorite to share 
 

If you have any questions, please call Bonnie Haislip @ 885-6618. 

http://cherryvaleumc.com
mailto:cherryvaleumc@verison.net
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STOP HUNGER NOW AT FISHERSVILLE UMC 
 

Fishersville UMC is working to make the world a better place on 9-11.  We'll 

be packaging more than 15,000 meals with Stop Hunger Now.  We're inviting 

all churches in the district to participate!  It only costs 25 cents to provide, 

package, and ship a meal.  Most of these meals go to hungry school children.  Ordinarily, a 

church would have to raise $2,500 (10,000 meals) to participate.  Since we've already done 

that, all you need is 25 cents.  Every quarter we raise will feed one more child.  Even your 

children can participate:  Our VBS kids raised $1,200 in 4 days--And they did it 25 cents at a 

time!  We need to let Stop Hunger Now know how many meals to bring, so if you want to 

participate, bring your quarters to Fishersville UMC by September 5.  Then join us on 9-11, 

3:00-5:00 pm, to help package the meals.  Terrorists thought they made the world better by 

attacking us on 9-11.  This year, we're determined to make the world better by feeding 

children, 25 cents at a time.  Even if you can't help financially, please let us know your 

congregation will pray for us on 9-11.  And if you can spare a quarter, please help us to feed 

one more child! 
 

Contact Information for Fishersville UMC:  Phone: 942-9355; Address: 1600 Jefferson Hwy,                  

P O Box 1049, Fishersville, VA  22939; Email: office@fishersville-umc.org.  

LAWN PARTY & SILENT AUCTION 

              JOLLIVUE UMC PAVILION OR SOCIAL HALL 
(Depending on weather) 

(551 Lee Jackson Hwy, Staunton, VA) 

Saturday, September 17, 2011, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Country Ham, Fried Chicken, Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans, Corn, Apples, Beets, 

Deviled Eggs, Homemade Rolls, Pies, Cakes, Ice Tea and Lemonade 

$10.00 Adults - $5.00 Children     - Take Outs Available - 

No Reservations Necessary, Casual Attire 

Come Out and Join the Fellowship 

Live Entertainment by ―Bucky‖ 

ST. PAUL’S UMC (Staunton) OUTREACH FAIR 
 

An outreach fair, featuring more than 20 non-profit service agencies 

and organizations will be held at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 

2000 Shutterlee Mill Road, Staunton, on Sunday, September 11, 

from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Display tables and representatives from various local, national and 

global agencies will be on hand.  Learn about the services provided and how you can become 

involved.  The public is invited.  A light lunch will be served.   
 

Glen Rowley, Virginia Director of Missions and Global Justice, will be the speaker for the 8:30 

and 10:00 a.m. worship services.  All are welcome.   

http://stophungernow.org
mailto:office@fishersville-umc.org
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SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND SILENT AUCTION 

Saturday, September 24, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 ST. JOHN’S UMC (Staunton) 

1716 N. Augusta St., Staunton 

Adults:$7.00, Children under 12:$5.00 

Silent auction ends at 7:30! 

BETHLEHEM UMC SILENT AUCTION 

Where:  Swoope Volunteer Fire Department 

When:  Saturday, September 24, 2011, 4:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

Silent Auction begins at 4:00 P.M. 

Bidding ends at 6:00 P.M. 

Cake Walk begins at 4:30 P.M. 
 

To benefit the projects at Bethlehem UMC  

Come eat, bid on items, and enjoy the fellowship  

Donations of cakes and items to auction welcomed 

For more information, call 886-5680 

MARQUIS MEMORIAL UMC’S FALL FESTIVAL 

1614 West Beverley Street, Staunton 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 7:30 a.m. 

Yard Sale - Bake Sale - Food Booth - Brunswick Stew 

Spaces Available - Call 885-0541 or 886-9279 - Rain Date October 1, 2011 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 - TENDERLOIN DINNER 

4:30 p.m. until - Social Hall 

Adults $10.00—Children $5.00 ages 4-12, Take out orders available 886-1176 

Pork Tenderloin, Gravy, Mashed Potatoes Green Beans, Brown Beans, Macaroni & Cheese,  

Rolls, Cornbread, Brownies, Fruit & Cookies, Coffee/Tea 

APPLE DAYS AT CHRIST UMC (Staunton) 

September 24th, 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

1512 Churchville Avenue, Staunton, VA   

Call 886-7600 to order pies, dumplings and apple butter and apples by 

peck or bushel.  September 24th Finale with full breakfast, 

including omelets, from 7:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Shop our baked goods and craft areas 

until 2:00 p.m.  Please include us in your day!!!! 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95117732&keywords=Silent%20Auction&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=
http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95117307&keywords=Silent%20Auction&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=


3014 Camp Overlook Lane 

Keezletown, VA 22832 

Aug./Sept.  2011 Become a fan on facebook: 

Overlook Retreat & Camp Ministries,    Ron Robey, Director,     540 2MY-CAMP,     CampOverlook@gmail.com,     CampOverlook.org 

Sharing God’s LOVE with        

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN   

As many as 30 children of incarcer-
ated parents will come to Overlook, 
September 23-25.  Under the mentor-
ship of caring, Christian adults, these 
children will play together, learn about 
how to deal with angry feelings, iden-
tify safe adults in their life, discuss 
gang prevention, and, most impor-
tantly, learn about God’s love and 
grace.          
  The first display of love to these chil-
dren comes when they are invited to 
attend for just $5...because the rest of 
the fee has been given by generous, 
individuals, families and church 
groups.  Then, they arrive and dis-
cover that wonderfully caring people 
have donated a sleeping bag, pillow, 
towel, washcloth, and personal toilet-
ries for them to use and KEEP!  And 
the surprises continue throughout the 
weekend as we celebrate the harvest 
season, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
each child’s birthday. 
   Please contact the camp if you, your 
family, or your church would like to 
collect and donate participation fees, 
bedding, personal items, or holiday 
gifts for these special campers.  They 
appreciate these small tokens more 
than you will ever know!  (Sleeping 
bags should be adult size, toiletries 
should be “Family 
Size”, and gift 
items should come 
in quantities of 30 
to ensure enough 
for each partici-
pant.) 

Summer Camp  

in Review: 
    We witnessed Creation, survived the 
Exodus, crumbled the walls of Jericho, 
defeated Goliath, returned from exile in 
Babylon, and worshipped in the Temple.  
But, as exciting as all of that sounds, 
the REALLY exciting news is that this 
summer’s journey through the Old Tes-
tament brought 544 campers closer to 
God’s awesome love!  And, just over 
300 campers even indicated that, for the 
first time in their life, they wanted to en-
ter into a personal relationship with 
God! 
    Let me have the campers tell you 
about it in their own words!!  The follow-
ing are quotes from end-of-the-week 
camper evaluations:   
 

When did you feel close to God while 
you were at Overlook?  “When we 
were in nature, talking about God, and 
singing.”  “When we shared devotions 
around the campfire.”  “I felt close to 
God at all times but I really felt close to 
Him when I went into the Holy of Holies 
and talked to Him!” 
What will you remember most about 
your time at Overlook? 
“All the fun I had, the friends I made, 
and the experiences we shared.”  “The 
great time I had with my group getting 
closer everyday.”  “Really experiencing 
God for the first time.”  “Giving my heart 
up to God!” 
 

   We would like to continue sharing sto-
ries about the many ways lives were 
changed and hearts were won for Christ 
this summer.  2011 campers are in-
vited to submit a short paragraph 
about their time at Overlook to poten-
tially be included in our newsletter.  
Please indicate if you would like your 
name to be included or if you would pre-
fer for your story to be anonymous.  A 
$10 camp store pass for Summer 2012 
will be sent to campers whose entries 
are selected for print.   Email your story 
to: CampOverlook@gmail.com  

          

 

   

 

 

 Have the circumstances of life re-
turned you to singleness, perhaps 
through separation, divorce, or death?  
Are you still searching for answers, 
struggling  with the pain, and  longing 
for peace? 
   Are you dreading the 
holidays or know 
someone who is? 
   Plan now to join us 
for a special time apart 
with other singles as we explore the 
trials, the hurts, the loneliness of be-
ing single again, and search for the 
road that leads to healing and whole-
ness. 
   There are elements of our lives that 
we have chosen, and other elements 
that have been  forced on us without 
our consent.  We may not always 
have all the options we want, but we 
always have the power to choose. 
   Through a series of brief presenta-
tions, small group reflections, and 
expressive worship, we will consider 
some options and perspectives  that 
will help restore us, body and soul. 
  The weekend is undergirded with 
prayer and presented by a dedicated 
team who have experienced the is-
sues of being single again. 
   Do you need a dose of joy in your 

life?  This weekend will 
be fun!  We may cry a 
little but we will laugh too! 
 
Call for a brochure or reg-

ister online    
www.CampOverlook.com! 

(A registration fee of $105 includes 
lodging, meals, and program supplies.  

Please register before Nov. 26.) 

Single Again 
Dec. 2-4 



Summer Staff ‘11—The Hands and Feet of Christ 
Many THANKS to the young adults who gave their time and talents to 

bring the Old Testament to LIFE this summer!! 

  Thank YOU! 
You are the key that      

                    opens the door! 

Dale & Mary Borror     Chuck & Dawn Kern 
Michael & Rebecca Breeding 
Jarman & Martha Fretwell 
Brian & Caren Loch               Betty Phillips 
Fred & Colleen Rathel      Mt. Clinton UMC 
William & Juanita Robey       Stanley UMW 
Ron & Brenda Robey       Sangerville UMC 
Jack & Diane Robey       Keezletown UMM 
Manor Memorial UMM    Keezletown UMC 
Robert & Donna Windle   
Ken & June Monger   McGaheysville UMW 
Larry & Anna Lee Newman   Crums UMW 
Charles & Deborah French 
First UMWðBroadway           Basic UMW 
Glossbrenner UMW      Mt. Jackson UMW 
Weyers Cave UMW        Evangelical UMC 
Paul & Wanda Showalter       Asbury UMC 
William and Allene Blessings 
Bridgewater UMM         Mt. Crawford UMM 
Weyers Cave UMM          Mt. Pisgah UMM 
Thomas & Doreen Devore        Luray UMC 
Warren & June Mathias          Christ UMW 
Art & Mary Jo Mitchell     Mt. Herman UMC 
Mountain Valley UMW             Luray UMW 
Jon & Lou Anne Lough          Trinity UMW 
Ralph & Anne Cline       Monty & Lana Cox 
Richard & Peggy Harkness    Claytie Cox 
Della Spitzer        Recordo & Crystal Ford 
Darryl & Tanya Eppard    Mt. Sidney UMC 
Robert & Lillian Hughes       Allen Johnson 
Edwin & Susan Hottel           Joshua King 
Jennifer & Raphael Stienbach 
Billy & Lisa Coffelt               Harry Rawley 
Franklin & Betty Moomau   Peggy Packard 
Harrisonburg Motor Express 
Paul Armentrout       Mrs. Chester Johnson 
H.R. Jones        Virginia Conference UMW 
Jeffery & Lori Roberts          Rosalie Bailey 
Page UMM          Winchester District UMM 
Miller Cupp Associates      Elizabeth Davis 
Scott & Kelli Sprague          Karen Fleming 
Jim Douglas    Page UMC   Laura Douglas   
Fishersville Seekers Circle UMC 
Patricia Hughes                    Stanley UMC 
Donald & Susan Gilkeson 
Mr. and Mrs. Jennings Fulton 
Kennis & Carolyn Armentrout 
Rectortown UMC         Janice Humphries 
Jeannette Clavez     Brenda & Dan Shiley 
Thomas Crosby           Robert McDaniel 
Jim Bowen                    Mt. Bethel UMC 
Francis Asbury Sunday School 
Carolyn & Rodger Chrisman 
Penny & Arnold Driediger     William Cook 
Peter Shoemaker             Rodney Baugher 
Rick & Lisa Snyder           Lorraine Shelton 
RC & Violet Withers           Susan Lemon 
Chris & Kim Grilli              Anthony Cookro 
Bonnie Keppel                Natalie Simmons 
Michelle and Michael Bacon 
Danny Blanton 

Left to Right, Back Row: Ron Robey, Agape Muanga (Eng.), Seth Davis, Cory 
Blanton, Simon Hutson (NZ), Jonathan Wilson, Jonathan Lamb, Sara Ritchie, Eric 
Anderson, David Bates, Chris Bates  Middle Row: Tyler Humphries, Kelli Spra-
gue, Grace Goodpasture, Eric Humphries, Lucas Driediger, Maria Driediger, Ra-
chel Carson, Amanda Blagg, Amber Blagg, Hunter Miller   Front Row: Kimberley 
Rowley, Samantha Page, Maggie Southerington, Melanie Fish-Dentelman, Laura 
Barnett (Eng.), Lisa Hilliard, Addie Balser, Jim Harris, Laura Butcher 

Mac Fleming Memorial Golf Tournament raises $$$$$$ 
For Overlook Endowment Fund 
Organized by Manor Memorial UMMen, benefit tournament funds of $8,989.31    
were matched by Rev. Raymond Wrenn yielding $17,978.62 and a total of 
$812,627.32 raised for the fund so far.  Proceeds from a mature endowment 
will protect the Overlook Facility and strengthen its program for the future.   We 
extend a special thank you to each of our Hole Sponsors: 
William & Juanita Robey          Evangelical UMC                    Mt. Clinton UMM 
Jack & Diane Robey                Mrs. Wallace Cox                    Mt. Valley UMM 
McGaheysville UMM                Monty & Lana Cox                  Reliance UMM 
Winchester District UMMen     Weyer’s Cave UMM         Ron & Brenda  Robey 
Jim & Caroll Douglas               Mt. Jackson UMM                   Keezletown UMM 
Jon & Lou Anne Lough            Allen & Dot Johnson        Miller Cupp Associates 
Bill & Brownie Rittenour (#8)    Warren & June Matthias        William & Joan Cook 
Richard & Peggy Harkness       Tom & Doreen DeVore                Page UMM 

Harrisonburg Motor Xpress      Peter & Wanda Shoemaker   Mt. Pisgah UMM  
Mac Fleming Grandchildren     Manor  Memorial UMM      Friends of Mac 

Hospitality Angels Needed  to feed 
the body while the Lord 
feeds our souls.  Overlook 
is seeking additional cooks 
to serve our retreat groups. 

Bishop Will Willimon Inspires 
Winchester Dist. Clergy! 
With a blend of humor and personal insight 
the Bishop explored the challenges for our 
church and that of being clergy during the 
1st annual retreat.  Despite the challenges, 
thanks to thoughtful self-examination and 
new resources, our church is ready to meet 
the future! 

Coming Soon! 
Labor Day Weekend Family Camp           
All God’s Children           Sept. 23-25 
Men’s Emmaus                    Oct. 6-9 
Women’s Emmaus           Oct. 13-16 
Single Again                       Dec. 2-4 
Friends & Family Night        Dec. 11 
Walk to the Manger             Dec. 16 
    (and Family Christmas Overnight ) 
Winter Camp                    Dec. 28-29 
Celebrate Your Marriage  Feb. 10-12 

Wish List  (recycle old items) 

-Carpet Shampooer/Extractor for maintain-
ing carpets at Blessings  Lodge 
-Foam sofa cushions (24x15x6” or larger) 
to recycle for Swank crate  Furniture. 



STAUNTON DISTRICT PROGRAM CALENDAR 2011 

THE STAUNTON  

DISTRICT VOICE 
 

The Staunton District Office 

26 Orr Drive 

P. O. Box 1048 

Fishersville, VA  22939 

Phone: 540-932-1055 

Email: stauntondistrict@vaumc.org 

Web Site: www.stauntondistrict.org 
 

Charlene Payne Kammerer.................Area Bishop 

D. Michael Houff.................District Superintendent 

Martha Reynolds.......District Program Coordinator 

David Mawyer.............................District Treasurer  

Donna Desper......District Administrative Assistant 
 

Next Newsletter Deadline:  October 21, 2011 

NONPROFIT ORG. 

U. S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

PERMIT NO. 178 

Return Service Requested 

DISTRICT SUMMER HOURS:   The District Office Regular Hours will be Monday-Friday, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

and will begin Tuesday, September 6, 2011.  
 

SEPTEMBER 

    6-7  Cabinet 

10-11 Conference Board of Church and Society, VUMAC 

     11 Charge Conferences begin 

     15 Conference Common Table Meeting,  

     17 District UMW Annual Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Granbery Memorial UMC 

     22 District Committee on Ordained Ministry, 9:00 a.m., District Office 

24-25 Conference UMW Young Women’s Event, Leesburg 

     25-October 1  Fall Mission Trip to the Henderson Settlement  

 

OCTOBER 

      11 District Committee on Ordained Ministry, 9:00 a.m., District Office 

      15   District Youth Event (6th-12th graders), 1:00-6:00 p.m., carpool from District Office 

 18-19 Cabinet 

      22   District Lay Speaking Academy, 8:30 a.m-5:30 p.m., Fishersville UMC 

      25 District Clergy and Spouses Meeting, 9:30 a.m. 

 26-29 Hinton Rural Life Center Board Meeting 

 29-30 Conference UMW 39 Annual Meeting, VUMAC 

 

NOVEMBER 

        8 District Committee on Ordained Ministry, 9:00 a.m., District Office 

      10 Conference Common Table Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Conference Center 

15-16 Cabinet 

 

 

DECEMBER 

    1-3 Virginia State LARCUM Meeting, Waynesboro 

       3  District UMW Advent Breakfast, 9:30 a.m., Christ UMC, Staunton 

       6 District Clergy and Spouses Christmas Dinner 

       8    District UMM Christmas Banquet,  6:00 p.m., Central UMC, Staunton 


